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Hy-Line Growth
An Update from the President
Dear Hy-Line friends, 

Hy-Line has strategically focused over the last number of years to grow its presence in the rapidly growing region of  
Asia as a global but local layer breeding company. Asia, including India, produces more than 60 percent of the world's 
eggs. New distributors in Thailand, Indonesia, Vietnam, Myanmar, Malaysia, and Philippines are giving Hy-Line an 
increasing market share. This market growth is now moving more significantly. 

Hy-Line varieties now dominate many new markets in this region while we continue to maintain our dominant position 
in Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bangladesh, China,Taiwan, South Korea, and Japan. 

A recent strategic association between Hy-Line and Srinivasa Farms in India will grow Hy-Line's market share in the 
world's third-largest egg-producing country. After a lifetime association with the leading layer breeding company in 
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Hy-Line Hosts International 
Technical School
Hy-Line International recently hosted a record-breaking technical school in  
West Des Moines and Dallas Center, Iowa, USA. The four-day Hy-Line 
International Technical School attracted more than 160 customers from more 
than 40 countries. The program included a series of presentations given by  
Hy-Line Technical Services and Research teams as well as industry experts.

Speakers presented topics ranging from pullet nutrition, biosecurity, and 
infectious diseases to hatchery management and the nutritional benefits of eggs.  

Continued on p. 3
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Participants at the Hy-Line International Technical School pose in front of the Hy-Line Lab 
building in Dallas Center, Iowa, USA.
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SPIDES (Short Period Incubation During Egg Storage)
New Technical Update Available
Increasing hatchability of fertile eggs 
coming into a hatchery is an important 
goal for utilization and profitability. 
While there are many reasons 
hatchability can decline, egg age is 
one of the common reasons (see 
figure at right). Research and practical 
experience over the last 15 years has 
consistently demonstrated the value 
of utilizing Short Period Incubation 
During Egg Storage (SPIDES) to 
increase hatchability, especially in 
eggs greater than seven days old. In 
addition to increasing hatchability, 
SPIDES may also increase chick 
quality and narrow the hatch window. 
Although any incubator can be utilized 
as a SPIDES cabinet, installing 
specialized SPIDES incubators in the 
egg storage room is becoming more 
popular.  

The theory behind SPIDES comes 
from nature. When a clutch of eggs is 
laid in the wild, usually one a day, the 
eggs already in the nest will be 
warmed up for an hour or two while 
the bird is in the process of laying the 
new egg. The eggs will then cool 
down until the next day’s egg is 
added. When the bird has finished 
producing the clutch and starts to 
incubate, all of the eggs are on the 
same schedule and will hatch on the 
same day.

Hy-Line International's Technical 
Services team developed the new 
Technical Update to provide the 
scientific background of SPIDES and 
to introduce the practical methods for 
all hatcheries to utilize this excellent 
management tool for egg-layer 
strains.
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Hatchability percentage, SPIDES vs. non-SPIDES. Data comes from Hy-Line 
hatcheries using a variety of SPIDES techniques and times. In general, the 
eggs in this data set were SPIDESed every seven days and came from a 
flock aged 24–75 weeks of age.
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Breeder flock age and egg storage, SPIDES vs. non-SPIDES. The data set is 
one year of Hy-Line hatches with both SPIDES and non-SPIDES, with  
different varieties included.

For more information... 
The "SPIDES (Short Period 

Incubation During Egg Storage)" 
technical update is now available at 

www.hyline.com.

http://www.hyline.com/userdocs/pages/TU_SPIDES_ENG.pdf
http://www.hyline.com/userdocs/pages/TU_SPIDES_ENG.pdf
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Update from the President continued from p. 1

India, Srinivasa Farms are beginning a new chapter with Hy-Line genetics for 
country-wide distribution. With Hy-Line genetics, egg producers in India will 
have more saleable eggs produced at the lowest cost with superior interior 
egg and external shell quality. 

I am very proud of our company-wide efforts to acheive growth in this 
strategically significant egg-producing region of the world. 

Hy-Line has the layer varieties to suit all 
markets, housing and climatic conditions. 
Along with our international specialists, 
investments in our Research and Development 
department, and, more recently, the addition 
of sales and technical staff with local language 
skills, cultural awareness, and close proximity 
to our new customer base, I am confident we 
provide an opportunity for egg producers to 
source Hy-Line birds with full technical support 
in all countries. 

Jonathan Cade, President,  
Hy-Line International

Hy-Line International Technical School 
continued from p. 1

An entire day was devoted to live 
demonstrations and workshops 
at Hy-Line’s Dallas Center, Iowa 
campus, detailing vaccination 
technique, hatchery breakout, poultry 
lighting, genomic selection and more. 
Participants also visited the Hy-Line 
Egg Quality Laboratory.

Dr. Douglas Grieve, Hy-Line’s 
director of global technical services, 
stated, “It was great to receive our 
worldwide friends and colleagues. 
We learn a lot from our guests on 
their local markets while updating 
them on our recent genetic and 
management advancements.”

Hy-Line Hosts Technical 
Seminar for Growing Asia 
Market Share
Prior to the VIV Asia 2017 exhibition 
this March in Bangkok, Hy-Line’s 
growing number of Asian distributors 
gathered in beautiful Pattaya,  
Thailand to share strategic 
management methods for optimal 
breeder performance and superior 
results. More than 100 participants 
took part in the Hy-Line Asian 
Technical Seminar for two days of 
intensive training, marking Hy-Line’s 
increased market share in the region.

Hy-Line has achieved increased 
market share in the region that 
accounts for more than 63 percent of 
the world’s egg production due to 
the prolific egg numbers, feed 
efficiency, exceptional livability and 
superior egg color and quality of its 
layers.  

The participants heard 
presentations on nutrition, 
lighting, diseases, breeder 
management, global 
markets and trends, and 
worldwide results of  
Hy-Line layers from  
Hy-Line Technical Services 
team members and 
industry guest speakers.

“Our distributors are our 
direct link to the farmers 
choosing Hy-Line layers. 
This was a great 
opportunity to share 
knowledge to achieve the 
highest chick quality while 
optimizing their efficiency,” said 
Jonathan Cade, president of Hy-Line 
International.



PAGE 4  •  ISSUE 14

Hy-Line Around the Globe

In April, Hy Line UK hosted 
four visitors from one of  
Hy-Line International's 
distributors in China, Hebei 
Huayu Poultry Company. 
During the visit, the team 
reviewed the operation and 
equipment at the  
Millennium Hatchery while 
learning about the 
established procedures to 
apply to Huayu’s existing  
and future hatcheries in  
China. This visit was in 
association with the 
construction of Huayu’s new 
hatchery that, when completed, will be the largest layer hatchery in the world. 
This new facility will operate alongside the company’s existing hatchery in 
Handan and a further expansion at Jangxi that will double its current capacity.

UK: Hy-Line UK Hosts Huayu Company

Poland: H&P Hosts Feed Seminar
Longtime Hy-Line distributor in Poland, H&P, hosted a seminar teaching current 
recommendations for layer nutrition. The more than 25 participants learned 
what should be considered in Hy-Line layer feeding programs and heard an 
update on genetic improvement in Hy-Line layers. Participants consisted of 
feed manufacturers and larger layer producers who mix feed for their own 
needs. The seminar featured one full day with Cargill Poland. Representatives 
from Hy-Line included Marcus Kenny, Nutritionist; Valeriy Stepanenko, Sales 
and Technical Manager, Europe; and Dr. Ania Wolc, Genomics Geneticist.

Marcus Kenny, Hy-Line Nutritionist, and Dr. Ania Wolc, Hy-Line Genomics Geneticist, present 
to the group at the H&P Feed Seminar.

Representatives of Hy-Line UK stand with visitors from 
Heibi Huayu  Poultry Company.

Algeria: Coq 
Hodhna Visits 
Hy-Line
Mr. Kamel Rahamani, owner of 
Coq Hodhna, visited Hy-Line with 
customers in July to receive the 
latest updates on the Hy-Line birds 
and the latest genomic updates from 
Hy-Line's Research and Development 
department, as well as performance 
data, nutrition and management 
practices for the Hy-Line Brown and 
W-80 Plus.

Coq Hodhna, a loyal distributor who 
has grown the market in Algeria 
offering Hy-Line Brown and W-80  
Plus, is celebrating its fifth anniversary 
with Hy-Line in 2017.

Thomas Dixon, Sales and Marketing 
Director, and Amine El Ghissassi, Regional 
Business Manager, take time for a photo 
with customers from Algeria following 
presentations at the Hy-Line corporate office.
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Vietnam: DTK Opens First Clean 
Egg Facility
This March, Hy-Line distributor DTK Corporation, located in Vietnam, inaugurated 
its new DTK Clean Egg Factory in Phu Tho. It is the first production facility in  
the country that has the ability to control biological safety throughout the 
process of producing clean chicken eggs. It represents a total investment of 
more than $35 million USD. 

With a total area of 100 acres in Te Le commune, Tam Nong district, the  
facility has a capacity of 500,000 eggs per day, which equals 175 million eggs  
per year. The eggs from this facility reach the supermarket within 24  
hours after lay.  
The modern 
and automated 
technology—plus 
high standards for 
input materials—
will guarantee 
b i o s e c u r i t y , 
food safety and 
hygiene at the 
highest level.

The Secretary of Party Committee, Hoang Dan Mac, The Chairman 
of PPC Bui Minh Chau, Vice Chairman of VCCI Hoang Quang 
Phong, leaders of DTK JSC, Tam Nong district, and partners cut the 
inauguration ribbon.

During the recent FierAvicola International Poultry Exhibition in Italy, Hy-Line 
Italia received the second-place award in the Best Stand competition.  
FierAvicola touts its place as Italy’s leading trade show and one of Europe’s 
most high-profile business-to-business events for the poultry sector.

Italy: Hy-Line Italia Wins Award

USA: Former  
Hy-Line President 
Receives Award
Former Hy-Line President Dr. Dennis 
Casey was named the 2017 Egg  
Person of The Year at the recent 
Urner Barry Executive Conference 
& Marketing Seminar in Las Vegas, 
Nevada. This distinguished award is 
given annually to a person who helps 
drive the USA egg industry forward.
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Guest speaker Dr. Maria-Luz Fernandez gave 
a presentation on the benefits of eggs.

Participants heard presentations on a wide variety of topics, including nutrition, management, 
and welfare.

A group of Chinese attendees on the Dallas Center campus.

Attendees took time to enjoy dinner and each other's company 
after the first day's presentations.

Participants paused for a photo in between sessions.

Dr. Douglas Grieve led a workshop session on necropsy technique.

Hy-Line International Technical School 2017
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Participants enjoyed dinner at a grill-your-own-food restaurant.

The Technical School concluded with a dinner and awards 
ceremony. 

Attendees were able to scan QR codes to access Hy-Line technical  
literature in their preferred language.

Many attendees enjoyed a tour of the Iowa State Capitol building. A group of participants with Hy-Line's Dr. Jesus Arango (L) and Dr. Daniel 
Valbuena (R).

Hy-Line International Technical School 2017

Flags from all of the attendees' home countries were on display at the Dallas 
Center campus.



Hy-Line Gains Significant Ground in India

Hy-Line W-80 Launched in Argentina

New Technical Updates Available
Hy-Line's Global Technical Services 
department is pleased to announce the 
publication of several new Technical Updates. 

• Impact of Tarp 
Color on Poultry 
Lighting

• SPIDES (Short 
Period Incubation 
During Storage) 

These documents are now available at  
www.hyline.com. Printed versions are also 
available; contact your Hy-Line representative.

Technical Update

INTRODUCTION
Around the world, many chicken farms are open sided without solid walls. These houses usually have 

curtains or tarps to help block the sunlight, control the temperature, adapt behavior, improve ventilation, 

or a combination of reasons. Many different color curtains have been observed in use; however there is 

not always scientific reasoning for the color of curtain utilized. In recent years, the impact of light color, 

spectrum, and bulb style have been shown to impact growing pullets and laying production. In general, research has proven that cool lights (4000–6000K) with a 
more blue-green color spectra help increase pullet growth, while warm 
lights (< 3000K) with more red-orange color spectra help increase 
egg production. All of the research was done with different color and 
different style light bulbs. Curtains act as a filter for sunlight coming 
into the house, and this filtered light may have an impact on pullet or 
layer performance. 
The impact of curtain color depends on both the type of bulb used 
inside the house (if one is used) and the amount that the light filtering through is used for lighting the birds. The goal of this technical bulletin is to better understand the impact curtain color has on sunlight, and discuss how this might influence the flock's growing and laying performance.

 

 

Figure 6. Color rendering image chart.  
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SPIDES (SHORT PERIOD INCUBATION 

DURING EGG STORAGE) 

Technical Update

INTRODUCTION

Increasing hatchability of fertile eggs coming into a hatchery is an important goal for utilization and profitability. 

While there are many reasons hatchability can decline, egg age is one of the common reasons (Figure 1). 

Research and practical experience over the last 15 years has consistently demonstrated the value of utilizing 

Short Period Incubation During Egg Storage (SPIDES) to increase hatchability, especially in eggs greater than 

seven days old. In addition to increasing hatchability, SPIDES may also increase chick quality and narrow the 

hatch window. Although any incubator can be utilized as a SPIDES cabinet, installing specialized SPIDES 

incubators in the egg storage room is becoming more popular.  

The theory behind SPIDES comes from nature. When a clutch of eggs is 

laid in the wild, usually one a day, the eggs already in the nest will be 

warmed up for an hour or two while the bird is in the process of laying 

the new egg. The eggs will then cool down until the next day’s egg is 

added. When the bird has finished producing the clutch and starts to 

incubate, all of the eggs are on the same schedule and will hatch on the 

same day.

The goal of this technical bulletin is to provide the scientific background 

of SPIDES and to introduce the practical methods for all hatcheries to 

utilize this excellent management tool for egg-layer strains.

HATCHING EGG CARE

There are two stages of embryonic development in a chicken egg: 

Pre-oviposition: The time from 

fertilization to oviposition 

(laying the egg). During this 

period the egg is exposed to 

the hen's body temperature of 

40–41°C. Post-oviposition: The 

time the embryo is incubated in 

the hatchery at temperatures 

around 37.5°C)1,8. 

Once the egg is laid, the goal 

is to drop the temperature of 

the egg to below physiologic 

zero as soon as possible. 

Physiologic zero is the point at 

which embryonic development 

stops. Research studies have 

shown the zone of physiologic 

zero is from 21–28°C2. In most 

hatcheries, 25°C is used as the 

point of focus. Hatching egg 

hatchability is affected by many 

factors, including breeder flock 

age, health status of the hen, 

breeder nutrition, shell quality, 

breed, environment, and 

transportation.
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Figure 1. Hatchability percentage, SPIDES vs. non-SPIDES. Data comes from  

Hy-Line hatcheries using a variety of SPIDES techniques and times. In general, 

the eggs in this data set were SPIDES treated every seven days and came from  

breeder flocks 24–75 weeks of age.

Good quality chicks

Hy-Line International
1755 West Lakes Parkway
West Des Moines, Iowa 
50266
U.S.A.
Phone: +1 515-225-6030
Fax: +1 515-225-6425

Email: info@hyline.com
www.hyline.com

In August, Hy-Line International and 
Grupo Motta, the exclusive distributor 
of Hy-Line day-old chicks to the 
Argentina market, introduced the new 
W-80 layer to the market at the annual 
Grupo Motta customer meeting.  

Grupo Motta is the largest supplier  
of day-old chicks to the Argentina 
market and is also celebrating the 
company’s 60th anniversary of 
distributing chicks to the local egg 
producers via Cabana Avicola Feller, 
Grupo Motta’s hatchery company.  

At the customer meeting, Thomas 
Dixon, International Sales & Marketing 
Director for Hy-Line, congratulated Lic. 
Hector Motta and the Grupo Motta 
team for their service to the Argentine 

egg producers. He also presented on 
the topic of the trend to increased 
sensitivity to animal welfare in the 
USA egg market while Dr. Daniel 
Valbuena, Latin America Manager, 
presented the latest information on 
the new W-80 white egg layer. Vitor 
Arantes, Hy-Line nutritionist, made a 
presentation on proper feeding and 
nutrition of Hy-Line layers 
for optimum results. 

The Hy-Line W-80 layer 
offers the Argentine 
market a robust white 
layer with the leading 
characteristic of superior 
persistency of production 
and ability to adapt to 

variations in 
env i ronment , 
feed rations and 
p r o d u c t i o n 
systems.  

Hy-Line has begun a new partnership 
with Srinivasa Farms to distribute  
Hy-Line commercial layers throughout 
India. Srinivasa Farms began supplying 
day-old chicks in August. Hy-Line 

Layers Private Ltd will continue to 
oversee the production and 
distribution of parent stock.

“We see the enormous potential of 
genetically superior Hy-Line layers to 
feed the growing population of India 
an inexpensive source of protein 
through a partnership with the 
Srinivasa Farms,” said Jonathan 
Cade, president of Hy-Line 
International. “They have earned a 
reputation of being one of the best 
poultry breeding companies,  

adopting international standards of 
quality, hygiene and efficiency.” 

The company was founded by  
Mr. C. Jagapati Rao and Dr K. Somi 
Reddy and had a modest beginning  
of 6,000 layer parents in 1978 through 
1979, and has grown to a stage of 
440,000 layer parent stock with a 
diverse presence across multiple 
sectors such as Poultry Breeding, 
Poultry and Animal Feed, Realty and 
Food Retailing.

80W

Grupo Motta representatives and customers celebrate the launch 
of the W-80 in Argentina.
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